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2024 is deadliest year for journalists in CPJ history; 70% killed by Israel 
 
More journalists were killed in 2024 than in any other year since the Committee to Protect 
Journalists began collecting data more than three decades ago. At least 124 journalists and 
media workers were killed last year, nearly two-thirds of them Palestinians killed by Israel. 
 
The number of conflicts globally – whether political, criminal, or military in nature – has doubled 
in the past five years, and this is reflected in the high number of deaths of journalists in nations 
such as Sudan, Pakistan, and Myanmar. But the toll of conflict on the press is most glaring in 
the unprecedented number of journalists and media workers killed in the Israel-Gaza war, 85 in 
2024, and 78 in 2023.  
 
All of the 2024 killings point to the increased dangers facing reporters and media workers – and 
the threat that poses to the flow of information worldwide. 
 
The global total of 124 deaths exceeds the record high of 113 killed in 2007, when the Iraq war 
accounted for almost half of journalist casualties. Outside of Gaza (82) and Lebanon (3), CPJ 
documented the killing of 39 other journalists and media workers in 16 nations, with the 
deadliest being Sudan (6), Pakistan (6), Mexico (5), Syria (4), Myanmar (3), Iraq (3), and Haiti 
(2) during 2024.  
 
CPJ records a journalist’s killing in its database if it has reasonable grounds to believe they may 
have been killed in relation to their work: either killed accidentally in a conflict zone or on a 
dangerous assignment, or killed deliberately because of their journalism.  
 
CPJ research found that at least 24 journalists worldwide were deliberately killed because of 
their work in 2024. In Gaza and Lebanon, CPJ documented 10 cases where journalists were 
deliberately targeted. (These cases are defined as “murder” in CPJ’s long-standing classification 
system. This classification should not be taken to suggest that any of the other killings in our 
database are considered lawful, but rather that CPJ has not been able to determine whether 
that individual was singled out specifically in relation to their work.)  
 
The murder cases include Ismail Al Ghoul, a 27-year-old Palestinian journalist working for the Al 
Jazeera Arabic TV channel, who was killed in July with his colleague Rami Al Refee, by an 
Israeli drone strike on their car. Al Ghoul and Al Refee were leaving a refugee camp near Gaza 
City where they had been reporting.  

 

https://acleddata.com/conflict-index/
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&cc_fips%5B%5D=IS&cc_fips%5B%5D=LE&start_year=2024&end_year=2024&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&cc_fips%5B%5D=IS&cc_fips%5B%5D=LE&start_year=2024&end_year=2024&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&start_year=1992&end_year=2025&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&start_year=2007&end_year=2007&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/data/people/ismail-al-ghoul/
https://cpj.org/data/people/rami-al-refee/
https://www.mc-doualiya.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7/20240801-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D9%81%D9%82-%D9%82%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9
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In a July 31 statement, Al Jazeera described the murders as “part of a systematic targeting 
campaign against the network’s journalists and their families.” Israel confirmed the killing, 
alleging that Al Ghoul was a Hamas operative, and producing dubious evidence suggesting Al 
Ghoul received a military ranking when was 10 years old, which was questioned by experts and 
rejected by Al Jazeera. The tactic of smearing journalists as terrorists without providing 
evidence is one increasingly adopted by both authoritarian regimes and supposedly democratic 
countries alike, and is an issue that CPJ has called repeatedly on the international community to 
address. 

CPJ considers journalists to have been murdered if there is credible evidence that they were 
targeted, either in a premeditated or spontaneous way, in connection with their work. 

CPJ is investigating 20 further killings in which it believes Israel may have specifically targeted 
journalists. Journalists are considered civilians in international humanitarian law and targeting 
them in a conflict is a war crime.  

Journalists not included in CPJ’s database 
 
CPJ does not include journalists if there is evidence that they were inciting violence with 
imminent effect or directly participating as combatants in armed conflict at the time of their 
deaths. Under international humanitarian law, journalists affiliated with an armed non-state actor 
– even one classified as a terrorist group by some countries – are considered civilians, not 
combatants, unless they are directly participating in the hostilities. 
 
The other 14 journalists whose deaths CPJ was able to categorize definitively as murders in 
2024 lived in Haiti, Mexico, Pakistan, Myanmar, Mozambique, India, Iraq, and Sudan. In addition 
to those murdered, CPJ documented numerous work-related killings of journalists caught in 
combat or crossfire, or while they were on dangerous assignments.  
 
Among the 85 journalists killed by Israel last year were Ahmed Abu Skheil and his sister, Zahraa 
Abu Skheil, who both died in a school bombing in November, and whose three journalist cousins 
were also killed in March. In Lebanon, Wissam Kassem, Ghassan Najjar, and media worker 
Mohammed Reda were murdered in an Israeli strike in southern Lebanon; and 18-year-old 
AlHassan Hamad, a freelance photographer killed in a drone strike on October 6, the youngest 
journalist whose death CPJ documented in 2024. 
 
In Sudan, where almost two years of devastating civil war have left tens of thousands dead and 
millions displaced, CPJ found that three journalists were killed in connection with their work and 
is investigating the motive for the killing of a fourth; two media workers also were killed. 
Pakistan, which had not had a journalist killed since 2021, also reached six deaths  as political 
unrest and media censorship surged. These nations had the second-highest number of 
journalists killed globally in 2024, after Israel. 
 

 

https://network.aljazeera.net/en/press-releases/al-jazeera-condemns-assassination-its-correspondent-ismail-al-ghoul-and-cameraman
https://network.aljazeera.net/en/press-releases/al-jazeera-refutes-fabricated-israeli-accusations-against-its-journalist-ismail-al
https://cpj.org/2024/08/cpj-denounces-israels-smearing-of-killed-palestinian-journalists-with-unsubstantiated-terrorist-labels/
https://casebook.icrc.org/a_to_z/glossary/combatants
https://casebook.icrc.org/case-study/protection-journalists
https://www.justsecurity.org/97922/non-state-civilian-political-institutions/
https://casebook.icrc.org/a_to_z/glossary/direct-participation-hostilities
https://cpj.org/data/people/ahmed-abu-skheil/
https://cpj.org/data/people/zahraa-abu-skheil/
https://cpj.org/data/people/zahraa-abu-skheil/
https://cpj.org/data/people/mohamed-abu-skheil/
https://cpj.org/data/people/mohamed-el-sayed-abu-skheil/
https://cpj.org/data/people/tarek-el-sayed-abu-skheil/
https://cpj.org/data/people/wissam-kassem/
https://cpj.org/data/people/ghassan-najjar/
https://cpj.org/data/people/mohammed-reda/
https://cpj.org/data/people/alhassan-hamad/
https://cpj.org/2024/04/one-year-into-sudans-civil-war-its-media-faces-grave-threats/
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/power-struggle-sudan
https://cpj.org/2024/10/if-you-scream-no-one-will-hear-you-pakistani-journalists-report-in-fear-amid-spike-in-media-killings/
https://cpj.org/2024/05/journalist-missing-after-being-seized-outside-his-pakistan-home/
https://cpj.org/2024/06/pakistan-province-enacts-harsh-defamation-law-supreme-court-presses-legal-action-against-34-media-outlets/
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More than one-third – 43 – of all journalists and media workers killed were freelancers – another 
grim new record for self-employed members of the press who often face the most danger 
because they have the fewest resources. Thirty-one of those freelancers were killed in Gaza, 
rising from 14 in 2023. Many Gaza journalists became freelancers after their outlets were 
destroyed, their coverage proving crucial for global media outlets because Israel has barred 
foreign journalists from entering the Strip except on tightly controlled visits led by the military.   
  
Persistent impunity 
 
The death tolls in Mexico, Pakistan, India, and Iraq reinforced the extreme dangers journalists 
face in these nations, which have experienced repeated killings over multiple decades despite 
numerous efforts in some of these countries, including at the national level, to address this.  

 

https://lira.bc.edu/files/pdf?fileid=72ab9a16-f0ca-4d8b-8dda-3867fea19846
https://cpj.org/2024/07/media-organizations-urge-israel-to-open-access-to-gaza/
https://cpj.org/2024/07/media-organizations-urge-israel-to-open-access-to-gaza/
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In Mexico, consistently classified as one of the world’s most dangerous countries for journalists, 
the number  killed rose from two in 2023 to five in 2024 after a period of relative calm between 
gangs and political groups ahead of the June 2024 election. Those killed include Mauricio Cruz 
Solís, shot by unidentified assailants in Uruapan, a city in the southwestern state of Michoacán, 
moments after he interviewed Uruapan Mayor Carlos Manzo about a recent local market fire. 
The motives for four killings remain unconfirmed, including that of Patricia Ramírez González, 
also known as Paty Bunbury, who was shot to death less than 24 hours after Solís while working 
on her side job at an eatery. In one case, veteran journalist Alejandro Martínez Noguez was shot 
in August while under police protection, illustrating persistent flaws in Mexico’s mechanisms that 
are supposed to protect journalists. 
 
Mexico’s justice system also falls short; in many cases, authorities fail to investigate motives, 
suspects, and details of journalist deaths, so killers remain free, unidentified, and 
unaccountable. Mexico consistently ranks among the top 10 countries globally with the worst 
records of impunity in journalists’ murders. In a 2024 report, CPJ and Amnesty International 

 

https://cpj.org/data/killed/2025/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&cc_fips%5B%5D=MX&start_year=2023&end_year=2023&group_by=location
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2024/762314/EPRS_BRI(2024)762314_EN.pdf
https://cpj.org/data/people/mauricio-cruz-solis/
https://cpj.org/data/people/mauricio-cruz-solis/
https://www.infobae.com/mexico/2024/10/30/quien-es-carlos-manzo-el-alcalde-de-uruapan-a-quien-el-periodista-mauricio-solis-entrevisto-antes-de-morir/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?mibextid=WC7FNe&ref=watch_permalink&v=1267612721045843&rdid=In9CUFbTBgWIPH6I
https://cpj.org/data/people/patricia-ramirez-gonzalez/
https://cpj.org/data/people/alejandro-martinez-noguez/
https://cpj.org/2024/03/cpj-amnesty-international-report-finds-systemic-flaws-in-mexicos-journalist-protections/
https://cpj.org/2022/08/in-2022-journalist-killings-continue-unabated-in-mexico-amid-a-climate-of-impunity/
https://cpj.org/2024/03/mexico-killings-of-journalists-under-state-protection-show-urgent-need-to-strengthen-federal-mechanism/
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called on Mexico to strengthen its federal protections of journalists, which it said were “deeply 
flawed” and often “deny, weaken or withdraw journalists’ protective measures, despite the clear 
and present dangers journalists continue to face.” 
 
In Myanmar, rebel forces’ intensifying resistance to the military regime resulted in the murders of 
three journalists, including childhood friends Htet Myat Thu and Win Htut Oo, shot and killed by 
security forces during a raid on Hytet Myat Thu’s home. As the junta loses ground to the rebel 
forces, it is doubling down on ferreting out and targeting underground reporters, who are 
increasingly treated as enemy combatants.  
 
Haiti’s four-year string of journalist killings continued with two murders in 2024, as gang violence 
remained rampant. The fatal Christmas Eve shootings of reporters Jimmy Jean and Markendy 
Natoux at a press conference to re-open a hospital wing also injured seven other journalists.  
Eleven journalists have been killed – eight of them murdered – since the July 2021 
assassination of President Jovenel Moïse plunged the country into chaos.   
 
While gang killings are common in Mexico and Haiti, Haiti’s lawlessness sets it apart as gangs 
now openly claim responsibility for journalist killings. In Mexico, culprits can remain in the 
shadows for years. 
 
The Philippines marked its first year in two decades without a journalist killing, which analysts 
said could indicate that President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has taken a comparatively milder tone 
toward the press than his predecessor Rodrigo Duterte, who frequently threatened the media. 
 
The reverse has happened in Iraq, which saw a wave of journalist killings from 2003 to 2020 
and then no deaths until 2024, when Iraq and Turkey agreed to cooperate in operations against 
Kurdish militants. This resulted in escalating violence that killed three journalists, two of whom, 
Gulistan Tara  and Hero Bahadin, were killed in a drone strike. 
 
Killings are not the only indicators of a dangerous media landscape. No journalists were killed in 
Somalia, Cameroon, or Afghanistan in 2024, but reporters still faced other forms of pressure. In 
Somalia, they were arrested and assaulted for covering subjects like the country’s security 
services. In Cameroon, where two journalists were murdered in 2023, journalists were 
assaulted, detained, and censored in 2024. In Afghanistan, the Taliban continued to intimidate, 
censor, and arrest journalists.  
 
The number of journalists and media workers killed in Ukraine dropped in 2024, possibly 
due to continued improvements in training and safety awareness, stricter accreditation rules 
for frontline work, and ongoing stabilization of combat zones. Fifteen were killed in Ukraine 
in the first few months following Russia’s full- scale invasion in 2022 and two were killed in 
2023. In 2024, Reuters security adviser Ryan Evans was killed in a Russian missile strike in 
eastern Ukraine, and Ukrainian journalist Viktoria Roshchina, detained in August 2023 while 
reporting on the war, died in Russian custody. The year2024 also saw possible targeted 
attacks that left several journalists injured. 

 

https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&cc_fips%5B%5D=BM&start_year=2024&end_year=2024&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/data/people/htet-myat-thu/
https://cpj.org/data/people/win-htut-oo/
https://cpj.org/2024/08/myanmar-soldiers-shoot-dead-2-journalists-in-raid-on-home/
https://cpj.org/data/people/jimmy-jean/
https://cpj.org/data/people/marckendy-natoux/
https://cpj.org/data/people/marckendy-natoux/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/14/podcasts/the-daily/jovenel-moise-haiti-president-assassination.html
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&motiveUnconfirmed%5B%5D=Unconfirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&cc_fips%5B%5D=RP&start_year=1992&end_year=2024&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/2023/05/in-marcos-jr-s-philippines-milder-tone-belies-harsh-media-reality/
https://cpj.org/2018/07/mission-journal-duterte-leads-tri-pronged-attack-o/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkeys-erdogan-iraq-push-reset-ties-cooperation-against-pkk-2024-04-22/
https://cpj.org/2024/08/2-journalists-killed-1-injured-in-drone-strike-in-iraqi-kurdistan/
https://cpj.org/2024/07/somali-police-arrest-journalist-alinur-salaad-on-false-reporting-allegations/
https://sjsyndicate.org/2024/12/19/sjs-and-somwa-condemn-nisa-attack-on-female-journalist-shukri-aabi-and-cameraman-ali-hassan-guure-in-mogadishu/
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&cc_fips%5B%5D=CM&start_year=2023&end_year=2023&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/2024/11/cameroonian-journalist-nsoyuka-guy-bruno-maimo-detained-beaten-for-covering-protest/
https://cpj.org/2024/10/cameroonian-journalist-thierry-patrick-ondoua-detained-on-insult-charges/
https://cpj.org/2024/10/cameroon-ratchets-up-media-censorship-ahead-of-2025-election/
https://cpj.org/2024/08/arrests-bans-shutdowns-no-end-in-sight-to-taliban-media-crackdown-3-years-on/
https://cpj.org/2024/09/taliban-jams-afghanistan-international-broadcasts-in-kabul/
https://cpj.org/2024/12/taliban-detain-7-arezo-tv-journalists-seal-networks-offices-in-kabul/
https://cpj.org/2023/03/new-ukrainian-army-regulations-limit-reporters-access-to-frontlines/
https://cpj.org/2023/06/ukraine-journalists-say-opaque-accreditation-process-hampers-war-coverage/
https://cpj.org/data/people/ryan-evans/
https://cpj.org/2024/10/ukrainian-journalist-viktoria-roshchina-dies-during-russia-prisoner-exchange/
https://cpj.org/2024/01/targeting-suspected-in-ukraine-hotel-shelling-that-injured-at-least-2-journalists/
https://cpj.org/2024/04/at-least-4-ukrainian-journalists-injured-in-consecutive-attacks-on-ukraine/
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KEY TAKEAWAYS 
Unprecedented killings of freelancers 
 
Freelance journalists, often the first or only media present in the most dangerous conflict zones, 
were killed at an unprecedented rate in 2024. Forty-three died in 2024; 31 of those were 
Palestinians in Gaza, where freelancers stepped in to fill the information void after many news 
outlets ceased to operate.   
 
CPJ’s data shows that freelancer killings rose steadily from 2020 before spiking upwards in 
2024, indicating an ever-riskier global environment for these journalists, many of whom report 
from conflict zones and contribute to major media outlets. Some outlets have taken measures to 
protect freelancers, but the typical freelancer frequently works alone, without staffers’ access to 
protective equipment, security guards, insurance for medical treatment, or benefits that would 
help surviving family members. 
 
Beyond conflict zones, freelance journalists often face heightened vulnerabilities and uncertainty 
due to their independent status, and may lack institutional support or legal protections, which 
can affect their safety. They are particularly exposed to harassment, threats of violence, and 
legal actions.  
 
In 2024, CPJ provided financial assistance to 114 freelance journalists in the form of emergency 
grants, 31 more than in 2023. Freelance journalists used the grants to cover the cost of therapy, 
medical and legal fees, or relocation for their safety. CPJ also collaborates with its partners in 
the Journalists in Distress Network to refer the family members of freelance journalists to 
relevant sources of support when needed, and provides safety guidance for freelancers working 
in conflict zones. 
 

 

 

https://cpj.org/tags/freelancer/
https://www.ap.org/the-definitive-source/announcements/setting-the-standards-for-journalists-safety/
https://cpj.org/journalist-safety-and-emergencies/
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Murders: Disturbing upticks, and drones 
 
Establishing whether a journalist has been killed deliberately for their work (as opposed to being 
caught in crossfire because they were working in a conflict zone) is extremely challenging and 
made harder because few journalist killings are ever properly investigated or those responsible 
held accountable.  
 
CPJ only designates a killing as murder when its research indicates that there is clear evidence 
to suggest that the journalist was killed because of their work. Last year is therefore a year of 
particular concern because it saw an alarming rise in the number of targeted killings, including 
10 by Israel. In 2023, CPJ classified one killing, that of Reuters video journalist Issam Abdallah, 
as murder. Israel’s 2024 murders included the December 26 killings of four journalists and a 
media worker whose van marked “Press” was targeted by an Israeli strike: Fadi Hassouna, 
Mohammed Al-Ladaa, Faisal Abu Al Qumsan, Ayman Al Gedi, and Ibrahim Sheikh Ali. 
 
There were also upticks in Pakistan, Sudan, Myanmar, Mexico, and Iraq murders, none of which 
had any documented in 2023. 
 
In Pakistan, three of the six journalists killed last year were murdered; one, Nasrullah Gadani, 
following his reporting on a parliamentarian; two others, Kamran Dawar and Khalil Jibran, after 
they reported on militant activity. 
 
In Sudan, the six press killings included the murder of investigative journalist Muawiya Abdel 
Razek, who had been accused in 2023 by the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces of working 
with Sudan’s military intelligence. 
 
Drones also have been increasingly used in targeted murders. Four of the 10 journalists 
murdered in Gaza in 2024 were killed by drone strikes, and CPJ recorded several others who 
were or may have been targeted by Turkish drones in Iraq and Syria. These incidents appear to 
have increased in number and severity since 2023, when CPJ documented one suspected 
drone killing in Gaza, and three drone attack injuries in Gaza, Russia, and Ukraine. 
 
Even in nations where journalists have been murdered with guns, such as Pakistan, Sudan, 
and Mexico, armed drones are being increasingly used in military or criminal operations, 
posing a risk to journalists and other civilians.   
 

 

https://cpj.org/special-reports/haiti-israel-most-likely-to-let-journalists-murders-go-unpunished-cpj-2024-impunity-index-shows/
https://cpj.org/special-reports/haiti-israel-most-likely-to-let-journalists-murders-go-unpunished-cpj-2024-impunity-index-shows/
https://cpj.org/data/people/issam-abdallah/
https://cpj.org/2024/12/israeli-strike-kills-5-al-quds-al-youm-tv-journalists-in-central-gaza/
https://cpj.org/data/people/fadi-hassouna/
https://cpj.org/data/people/mohammed-al-ladaa/
https://cpj.org/data/people/faisal-abu-al-qumsan/
https://cpj.org/data/people/ayman-al-gedi/
https://cpj.org/data/people/ibrahim-sheikh-ali/
https://cpj.org/data/people/nasrullah-gadani/
https://cpj.org/data/people/kamran-dawar/
https://cpj.org/data/people/khalil-jibran/
https://cpj.org/data/people/muawiya-abdel-razek/
https://cpj.org/data/people/muawiya-abdel-razek/
https://www.npr.org/2024/11/26/g-s1-35437/israel-sniper-drones-gaza-eyewitnesses
https://hcss.nl/report/looming-and-lethal/
https://dronewars.net/2024/02/13/proliferation-of-armed-drones-continues-apace-resulting-in-numerous-civilian-casualties/
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Stifle, blame, and ignore 
 
The deadliest nations for journalists share a common playbook to help them dodge 
responsibility and deny justice for killed journalists. Some stifle investigations of incidents, shift 
blame to the journalist victims themselves, and most simply ignore their duty to hold killers to 
account.  
 
Israel has used all of these tactics, even before the latest war began after Hamas’ deadly 
October 7, 2023, raid on Israel. In CPJ’s May 2023 report “Deadly Pattern,” CPJ noted that 
Israel’s inquiries into its soldiers’ killings of journalists were “slow and not transparent,” that it 
often accused journalists of being terrorists without credible evidence, and that after 22 years, 
none of the killers of the 20 journalists who died by Israeli fire has ever been held to account.  
 
Other nations have deployed similar actions: 

- Pakistan has a long history of failing to investigate journalist killings and holding no one 
to account. 

- Sudan’s paramilitary forces and Myanmar’s military forces are targeting journalists as 
enemies,  instead of treating them as civilians, 

- Mexican authorities have both stifled investigations into killings and failed to adequately 
protect journalists from lethal threats. 

- In Syria, journalists were targeted and killed by President Bashar Al Assad’s regime with 
no accountability for years, making it a nation with one of the worst records of letting 
journalists’ killers go free. It remains unclear whether the new Syrian government will 
heed calls to pursue accountability in the wake of Assad’s fall.  

 

 

https://cpj.org/thematic-reports/haiti-israel-most-likely-to-let-journalists-murders-go-unpunished-cpj-2024-impunity-index-shows/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67039975
https://cpj.org/reports/2023/05/deadly-pattern-20-journalists-died-by-israeli-military-fire-in-22-years-no-one-has-been-held-accountable/
https://cpj.org/reports/2023/05/deadly-pattern-20-journalists-died-by-israeli-military-fire-in-22-years-no-one-has-been-held-accountable/#accused-of-terrorism
https://cpj.org/reports/2013/05/pakistan-roots-impunity/
https://cpj.org/2024/06/cpj-urges-investigation-into-killing-of-sudanese-journalist-razek-3-family-members-after-rsf-raid/
https://cpj.org/2024/08/myanmar-soldiers-shoot-dead-2-journalists-in-raid-on-home/
https://cpj.org/2022/08/in-2022-journalist-killings-continue-unabated-in-mexico-amid-a-climate-of-impunity/
https://cpj.org/2024/03/cpj-amnesty-international-report-finds-systemic-flaws-in-mexicos-journalist-protections/
https://cpj.org/2024/03/cpj-amnesty-international-report-finds-systemic-flaws-in-mexicos-journalist-protections/
https://cpj.org/2024/10/cpj-2024-impunity-index-haiti-and-israel-top-list-of-countries-where-journalist-murders-go-unpunished/
https://cpj.org/2024/12/cpj-calls-on-new-syrian-leaders-to-protect-journalist-safety-hold-assads-media-persecutors-to-account/
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CPJ research has found that countries that try to bury evidence of killings, shift blame, and 
avoid accountability not only extinguish the possibility of justice, they make conditions potentially 
more lethal for journalists. Persistent impunity emboldens those who seek to target the press, 
resulting in more journalist victims and less information for citizens seeking the truth.  
 
The record toll of 2024 is a grim indicator of that deadly downward spiral.  
 
How CPJ documents killings of journalists and media workers 
 
CPJ researchers take extensive steps to confirm information from a minimum of two sources 
about every casualty listed in our database. The first step is to examine each case to determine 
whether the victim met our definition of a journalist – someone who covered news or 
commented on public affairs through any medium – by reviewing examples of their previous 
work.  
 
Our next step is to investigate whether the journalist’s death was work-related (classified as 
confirmed), by speaking to as many colleagues, family members, supervisors, and friends as 
possible to verify the backgrounds and affiliations of those killed and the likely motives for their 
killings.  
 
Determining these circumstances can sometimes take months or years – especially in war 
zones – and we routinely update our database when we obtain new information. We have both 
removed and added journalists to our database in this and prior years when new data has 
shown those changes were necessary.   
 
Methodology 
 
CPJ’s database of killed journalists is divided into two main categories: “confirmed” and 
“unconfirmed.” Deaths are classified as “confirmed” when the evidence indicates a journalist 
was killed in connection with their work, unconfirmed when there is insufficient information to 
determine the motive for the killing.   
 
Since Russia’s full-scale assault on Ukraine in February 2022, CPJ has documented all 
war-zone journalists – whose deaths and journalistic credentials we are able to verify – as 
“confirmed” to be working whether they were at home or in the field – an assumption based on 
the fact that technological advances allow them to work from anywhere – unless it can be 
definitively proven otherwise. 
 
Confirmed deaths fall into three sub-categories: targeted murders in reprisal for reporting work, 
deaths in combat zones or crossfire, and deaths on dangerous assignments. CPJ also records 
the killings of media support workers, such as translators, drivers, and security guards.   
CPJ continues to investigate unconfirmed killings where possible and changes classifications 
when new information becomes available. (Read more about how we gather and classify our 
data) 

 

https://cpj.org/faqs-on-cpjs-data-about-killed-journalists-and-annual-prison-census/
https://cpj.org/data/killed/2023/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&typeOfDeath%5B%5D=Murder&start_year=2023&end_year=2023&group_by=location
https://cpj.org/data/killed/in-combat/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&typeOfDeath%5B%5D=Crossfire&start_year=1992&end_year=2024&group_by=year
https://cpj.org/data/killed/2023/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5D=Journalist&typeOfDeath%5B%5D=Dangerous%20Assignment&start_year=2023&end_year=2023&group_by=location
https://cpj.org/data/killed/2023/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5D=Media%20Worker&start_year=2023&end_year=2023&group_by=location
https://cpj.org/faqs-on-cpjs-data-about-killed-journalists-and-annual-prison-census/
https://cpj.org/faqs-on-cpjs-data-about-killed-journalists-and-annual-prison-census/
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CPJ’s research and documentation covers all journalists, defined as individuals involved in 
news-gathering activity. This definition covers those working for a broad range of publicly and 
privately funded news outlets, as well as freelancers. In the cases CPJ has documented, 
multiple sources have found no evidence to date that any journalist was engaged in militant 
activity.  
 
Recommendations to Deliver Accountability and End Impunity 
 
The Committee to Protect Journalists makes the following recommendations to prevent the 
killing of journalists and stop the entrenched impunity plaguing media killings. These 
recommendations are anchored in CPJ’s more than 40 years of experience with partner 
organizations and journalists around the world. They also deepen and advance the 
recommendations made by previous U.N. Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions in 2012 and 2019, as well as  the U.N. Plan of Action on the Safety of 
Journalists and the Issue of Impunity. 
 
Recommendations 
 

1. Governments 
 

● Governments are chiefly responsible for ensuring the safety of journalists and for 
investigating all attacks, in particular killings, taking place in or under their jurisdiction. As 
such, they must: 

○ Publicly acknowledge and condemn journalist killings, and refrain from political 
rhetoric that vilifies journalists for their work and contributes to an environment 
that compromises their safety and diminishes the political will to protect them and 
deliver justice. 

○ Embed media freedom and accountability for crimes against journalists into 
diplomatic efforts, including the use of targeted sanctions against perpetrators of 
such crimes, including but not limited to killings. 

○ Promptly and exhaustively investigate all cases of journalists killed in relation to 
their work, following international investigation standards, such as those set forth 
in the Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-Legal, 
Arbitrary, and Summary Executions known as the Minnesota Protocol, which 
calls for prompt, effective, independent, impartial, and transparent investigations. 

○ Governments, in particular members of the Media Freedom Coalition, should 
urgently support the establishment of an independent international investigative 
task force focused on crimes against journalists. A blueprint for a body, initially 
proposed in 2020 by a panel of legal experts, could deploy resources or advise in 
situations where local law enforcement may be lacking either capacity or political 
will to investigate crimes against journalists. 

○ In cases where the killing of a journalist likely amounts to an international crime, 
states should consider invoking universal jurisdiction to ensure accountability, 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2012/07/protecting-lives-journalists
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=A%2FHRC%2F41%2F36&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://unesco.org/en/safety-journalists/un-plan-action
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-executions/minnesota-protocol
https://mediafreedomcoalition.org/
https://www.government.nl/documents/reports/2024/06/04/research-study-on-an-international-investigative-task-force-on-crimes-against-journalists
https://www.government.nl/documents/reports/2024/06/04/research-study-on-an-international-investigative-task-force-on-crimes-against-journalists
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irrespective of the nationality of the journalist or alleged perpetrator, or where the 
crime was committed.  

○ Where applicable, governments should also hold accountable companies for the 
use of their technology in cases where journalists were targeted or harmed, and 
take steps to mitigate the procurement, export, or use of spyware and other 
surveillance technologies that could be used to harm journalists. 

○ Ensure that there is effective access to remedy for impacted journalists and/or 
their families.  

● Governments must adopt and implement effective protection mechanisms and 
preventive measures to protect the lives of journalists. This includes: 

○ Establishing or where existent, strengthening, protection mechanisms – such as 
processes for assigning bodyguards or police patrols, offering protective custody 
and witness protection programs, and installing panic buttons – in consultation 
with journalists, civil society, legal experts, and other stakeholders. Governments 
providing such mechanisms must guarantee their adequate funding, staffing, and 
well-trained personnel while ensuring they operate in a transparent and inclusive 
manner. 

○ Ensuring security agencies and other government authorities have effective 
procedures for transnational cooperation and intelligence-sharing in respect of 
threats to journalists. This includes establishing effective processes to warn 
journalists – regardless of their nationality or location – if a government agency 
becomes aware of a credible and imminent domestic or transnational threat to a 
journalist’s life.   

○ Reviewing and reforming rules of engagement to prevent the targeting of 
journalists working in conflict zones, in line with the U.N.’s recommendation to 
stop the unwarranted use of lethal force. These directives should convey to all 
security forces, publicly and privately, that the use of lethal force against 
journalists – who are civilians performing their jobs – is prohibited, and make 
clear that forces must refrain from opening fire on individuals with press insignia. 

● Finance and facilitate the work of civil society and nonprofit media organizations, 
particularly for programs to end impunity in journalist killings and for journalistic 
investigations that can unearth evidence and contribute to justice. 

● Meaningfully engage with multilateral efforts to address journalist safety, including: 
○ Implementation of the U.N .Plan of Action steered by UNESCO, and the 

recommendations contained in its biennial reports on the safety of journalists and 
danger of impunity. 

○ Engaging with and implementing the recommendations on the safety of 
journalists made under the universal periodic review mechanism by human rights 
treaty bodies, U.N. special procedures, and regional human rights mechanisms. 

 
In countries experiencing armed conflict, parties to the conflict, peacemakers, and the wider 
international community should:  

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2019/03/un-commission-urges-israel-review-rules-engagement-gaza-protest-anniversary?LangID=E&NewsID=24348
http://journalists
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● Cooperate with the International Court of Justice and any International Criminal Court 
investigations and warrants resulting from legal submissions alleging war crimes against 
journalists. 

● Ensure journalists are recognized as civilians who must be protected under international 
humanitarian law, even when conducting dangerous assignments in conflict zones. 
Armed forces should receive training on the legitimacy of the presence of journalists 
during non-armed and armed conflict and the necessity of legal protection for their 
safety, and respect the inclusion of media offices on civilian no-strike lists.  

● Incorporate media freedom and journalist safety provisions into ceasefire and peace 
agreements. Media and communications provisions are routinely part of ceasefire and 
peace agreements, with over 487 of these from 1990 to 2020 including media, most 
extensively in the Colombian peace process.  

● Include journalists in the design of transitional justice efforts, ensuring that independent 
investigations are conducted where journalists were subject to targeted abuse, killing, or 
detention.  

 
2. Multilateral institutions and regional human rights bodies 

 
● Existing instruments for the protection of journalists – who provide lifesaving information, 

factual and independent reporting that informs our understanding of root causes of 
conflict, of the needs of vulnerable populations, and document potential war crimes –  
must be fully implemented. The U.N. Security Council must urgently implement 
Resolution 2222 (2015) and Human Rights Council Resolution 33/2 (2016), which 
mandates member states to prevent, protect and prosecute in order to end impunity in 
the killing of journalists. 

● Regional human rights bodies and relevant United Nations bodies and agencies, such 
as the Human Rights Council, special procedures and the Office of High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, along with rapporteurs mandated by regional bodies, should prioritize 
highlighting the rights of journalists and a free press as a fundamental pillar and enabler 
of other rights, even in oppressive environments.   

● Members of the Media Freedom Coalition, a group of more than 50 governments  that 
seek to promote and protect a free press, have a special responsibility to prioritize 
journalist protection by engaging in robust and sustained diplomatic efforts and public 
pressure, particularly in life-threatening cases, as well as by taking steps to ensure that 
all members implement the recommendations listed above.  

● The European External Action Service and European Union member states should 
strengthen the tools of the European Union to challenge impunity, including improving 
the effectiveness of human rights dialogues; calling for sanctions against perpetrators 
where applicable; building in robust clauses on tackling the causes of impunity into 
international agreements and ensuring their effective assessment; and continuing to 
support EEAS staff, including at EU delegation level, to develop or support preventative 
protection measures for journalists as well as early warning mechanisms to identify and 
mitigate threats of violence. 

 

https://www.icj-cij.org/home
https://www.icc-cpi.int/
https://peacerep.org/publication/peace-agreements-the-media-and-communication/
https://peacerep.org/publication/peace-agreements-the-media-and-communication/
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/793613?ln=en&v=pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/RES/33/2
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/home
https://www.un.org/sg/en/global-leadership/office-of-the-united-nations-high-commissioner-for-human-rights/all
https://www.un.org/sg/en/global-leadership/office-of-the-united-nations-high-commissioner-for-human-rights/all
https://mediafreedomcoalition.org/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM:member_states
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2023-0206_EN.html
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● The Council of Europe should urge and strengthen support to all 46 member states to 
prioritize steps to tackle impunity, including by reforming and strengthening judicial and 
law enforcement, in line with Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)4 of the Committee of 
Ministers to member states on the protection of journalism and safety of journalists and 
other media actors. 

 
3. Media organizations & technology companies 

 
● News organizations, whether public or privately held, have a responsibility to support 

journalists and media workers who face security threats, violence, or other retaliation as 
a result of their work. They must:  

● Alert and/or cooperate with local authorities conducting investigations of killed journalists 
or in the implementation of protective measures in a swift manner that contributes to 
accountability or ensures the journalist’s safety. 

● Conduct risk assessments – of both digital and physical threats – for all journalists, 
media workers, and freelancers and provide digital and physical security training for all 
journalists and media workers, regardless of their employment status. Training for 
journalists and media workers in high-risk situations should be tailored to include, where 
relevant, a focus on the complexities of reporting in armed conflicts or weak governance 
zones  

● Provide protective gear, first aid, and security equipment for all staff or freelance 
employees who face risk of violence due to the nature or location of their work.  

● Establish mechanisms that facilitate and encourage journalists, media workers and/or 
their families to report threats or risks to their safety, and that have effective internal 
processes for responding and reducing the risk of such threats.  

● Treat freelancers and staff equally in regards to safety and support, including ensuring 
freelancers receive the same level of holistic safety and first aid training and relevant 
safety equipment. This includes taking the same responsibility for a freelancer’s 
wellbeing in the event of injury or kidnap as for staff journalists and media workers.  

● Cooperate and coordinate with other media and news organizations to share information 
regarding credible threats and safety risks. For example, by joining or adhering to the 
principles established by the A Culture of Safety (ACOS) Alliance, the global coalition of 
over 150 news organizations, journalist associations, and press freedom NGOs working 
together to champion safe and responsible journalism practices. 

● Technology companies should comply with their responsibility to respect human rights. 
This includes, at a minimum: implementing the U.N. Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights and refraining from exporting armed drones, surveillance or other 
technology, or sharing private data with governments or third-parties, when there is 
significant risk that the technology or information will be used to target or harm 
journalists or otherwise violate international human rights law.  

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/46-members-states#:~:text=46%20Member%20States%20%2D%20Portal
https://search.coe.int/cm#%7B%22CoEIdentifier%22:[%2209000016806415d9%22],%22sort%22:[%22CoEValidationDate%20Descending%22],%22anchor%22:[%22_ftn1%22]%7D
https://www.coe.int/en/web/civil-society/committee-of-ministers
https://www.coe.int/en/web/civil-society/committee-of-ministers
https://cpj.org/2018/09/basic-preparedness-risk-assessment/
https://cpj.org/2023/06/digital-security-risk-assessment-template/
https://cpj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CPJ-Emergencies_Risk-Assessment-Template-2.pdf
https://www.acosalliance.org/about-acos
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/big-issues/governing-business-human-rights/un-guiding-principles/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/big-issues/governing-business-human-rights/un-guiding-principles/

