URGENT MOTION
SERBIA
On Escalating Threats, Criminal Violence, Media Capture and the Need for Consistent European Standards in Serbia
Tabled by the Independent Journalists' Association of Serbia (NUNS) and Branch Trade Union of Culture, Arts and Media “Nezavisnost” 
The General Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ), meeting in Ankara on 18–19 June 2026,
Expressing grave concern that, since 2024, the EFJ, in cooperation with the SafeJournalists Network, has verified and documented 389 press freedom violations affecting 643 media professionals in Serbia on the Mapping Media Freedom platform;
Underlining that these violations include physical assaults, death threats, violent intimidation, illegal digital surveillance, smear campaigns and cases in which police failed to protect journalists or directly endangered them while reporting;
Deeply alarmed by the documented pattern of organised intimidation and violence against journalists on assignment, including cases in which journalists and media crews have been attacked, threatened or obstructed by individuals with prior criminal convictions, including persons convicted of serious crimes. These incidents, recorded in different locations and against different media outlets, show that journalists in Serbia are increasingly exposed not only to political pressure and smear campaigns, but also to direct intimidation by criminal actors operating in an environment of impunity and insufficient institutional protection;
Deploring the chronic failure of state institutions to prosecute crimes against journalists and the growing passivity or involvement of police and other authorities, which has entrenched a climate of fear, self-censorship and impunity;
Alarmed by the intensification of labour, legal and economic pressures, including dismissals and disciplinary measures against journalists who refused politically motivated editorial interference, the closure or weakening of independent and regional media outlets, existential financial pressure on independent media, SLAPP lawsuits and spyware attacks.
Further noting with serious concern that the announced sale of the Adria News Network, including several key independent and professional media outlets in Serbia and the region, comes in a context of continued media capture in Serbia, where political influence, opaque ownership structures and economic pressure are increasingly used to weaken editorial independence and pluralism;
Recalling that previous international investigative reporting on Alpac Capital’s acquisition of Euronews raised serious questions about capital transparency and possible political influence, reinforcing concerns that similar ownership changes could further undermine independent journalism and strengthen politically controlled media ecosystems in Serbia;
Emphasising that any change of media ownership must be transparent and must include binding guarantees that editorial independence, labour rights, trade union freedoms and the public interest will be fully protected;
Recalling Serbia’s continuing decline in major press freedom indicators and the findings of the European Commission on further backsliding in media freedom, persistent political and economic pressure on independent media, lack of progress on journalists’ safety and concerns regarding regulatory independence;
Stressing that the European Union must apply the same standards and principles in all media-related processes concerning Serbia as those applied within the European Union itself, including transparency of ownership, protection of editorial independence, media pluralism, labour rights, and effective safeguards against political and economic pressure;
Further stressing the need to clearly distinguish between professional journalism in the public interest and propaganda, disinformation or politically controlled media operations that undermine democratic debate and citizens’ right to reliable information;
The EFJ General Meeting therefore:
1. Strongly condemns the escalating attacks, threats, smear campaigns, criminal violence and institutional failures targeting journalists and media workers in Serbia;
2. Calls on Serbian authorities, particularly the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Ministry of the Interior, to investigate all attacks and threats promptly, independently and effectively, to ensure that police protect journalists on assignment, and to publish regular information on case processing;
3. Calls on the Government of Serbia to end smear campaigns and verbal attacks by public officials, publicly condemn hate speech and threats against journalists, and ensure that state-owned companies, public institutions and regulatory bodies are not used as tools of political or economic pressure on independent media;
4. Urges the European Union to apply accession conditionality consistently and to require concrete, verifiable progress on media freedom, journalists’ safety, media pluralism, labour rights, ownership transparency and the independence of regulators as a prerequisite for Serbia’s European integration;
5. Calls on the European Union and international partners to strengthen direct, transparent and sustainable support for independent media, journalists and journalists’ organisations in Serbia that work in the public interest, defend professional standards and provide monitoring, legal, labour and safety support to journalists;
6. Calls on the Council of Europe, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media and relevant UN bodies to intensify monitoring, public reporting and diplomatic pressure regarding the deterioration of media freedom in Serbia;
7. Expresses full solidarity with professional and independent journalists, media workers, media outlets and their organisations in Serbia
 

